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The Government rejects as untrue and unreasonable the statement by Unite with 
reference to Moroccan Workers Association Chairman Mohamed Sasri that “the Moroccan 
community knows he has done little for them”.  Indeed, the Government believes that 
there is not a single Moroccan in Gibraltar that does not acknowledge the huge advances 
made since May 1996. 
 
The Government also regrets Unite’s statement suggesting that Mr Sasri’s alleged “close 
links” to the Government is negative for the Moroccan Community’s ability to make 
progress.  This sounds very similar to unjustified criticisms sometimes levelled at Unite’s 
own leadership when Unite reaches agreements with the Government.  Unite understands 
and rightly maintains that good working relations with Government facilitates rather than 
hinders good agreements for their members.  It is not clear why Unite is unable or 
unwilling to apply this same principle to Mr Sasri and the Moroccan Workers Association 
as well. 
 
The Government also notes the statement by the Moroccan Community Association that 
Moroccans in Gibraltar are “fighting for their rights”.  In Gibraltar it is not necessary for 
anyone to “fight for their rights”.  They are protected by law.  If any Moroccan national 
believes that their human or other legal rights are not being respected by Government, 
they (supported by Unite if they wish) can issue proceedings in our Courts.  Rights which 
are recognised by the European Convention of Human Rights are fully enshrined in our 
laws and Constitution.  Indeed, Government funding, through the legal aid system is 
available for any such court proceedings. 
 
The Government absolutely rejects the suggestion by Unite and others that the human or 
any other legal rights of Moroccan nationals in Gibraltar are being infringed.  The 
Government policy is to comply with adjudicated human rights, regardless of cost or other 
implications.  However, the Government does not accept that Unite or anyone else is 
entitled to invent non-existent “human rights”. 
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When people lobby the Government in relation to issues that are not legally established or 
recognised human rights, the Government (as it is entitled and duty bound to do) makes a 
decision that reflects the short, medium and long term wider interests of Gibraltar as a 
whole.  This will not change, regardless of which overseas organisations come here to 
demand the contrary, without caring or having any responsibility for the consequences to 
Gibraltar. 
 
The Government will not abandon or betray the Moroccan Workers Association, with 
which both it and Unite have very long standing relations, simply because Unite has 
chosen for its own internal reasons to “change horses”. 
 
The Government would welcome a single Moroccan representative organisation, but only 
if that is the freely and democratically expressed wish and decision of both the MWA and 
the MCA.  Furthermore, if the Government were satisfied that the MCA, and not the MWA, 
enjoys the confidence of the overwhelming majority of the Moroccan Community, the 
Government would be bound to give the MCA appropriate access to the Government in 
relation to issues affecting the Moroccan Community. 
 
However, it would be a mistake for anyone to think that the Government’s policy or 
approach to these issues, as expressed above, is going to change, simply because there 
were a different, single or merged Moroccan organisation.  The MCA will not achieve 
anything that the MWA is unable to achieve. 
 
The Government will continue to do two things.  Firstly, to comply with human rights 
obligations, and secondly, to continue to improve the situation of Moroccan and other non 
EU nationals in Gibraltar in a manner that is consistent with Gibraltar’s public interests. 
 


